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Oh man, it’s been so hot over here recently in England. I pulled a ‘Pinch Me’ for a couple of
afternoons and hung out with no clothing on. The Ladies might have quit doing naked tracks but
I’m still young enough to find it creatively inspiring ;-)
We’ve got our first newsletter exclusive content this issue! (Well, discounting the final page fun
bits each issue.) Liam, who runs Get Barenaked!, answered some questions I put to him ahead of
a charity fundraiser he did this month. Liam’s a really cool guy who’s great to work with each
month and has always been nothing but friendly to me so make sure you check it out on page 2.
And happy Canada Day to all you Canadians out there, including the Ladies! Britain still loves you,
even if you don’t call home enough.
- Mil

NEWS

 BNL is currently rocking it for Canada
as part of Canada’s 150th anniversary
celebrations, even as this newsletter
goes to publication! More info just below.

 Tickets for The Rock Boat XVIII have already sold out – Wow!
See below if you missed out and want to jump on the waiting
list.

 More new BNL dates have been announced for the later
summer/early autumn. As always, check the final page for the full list.

Upcoming

Oh Canada!

Cruise News

Barenaked Ladies are playing
a big part in Canada’s 150th
anniversary celebrations this
summer. As well as Canada
Days at Nathan Phillips Square on the 30th of June,
BNL are taking part in WE Day Canada, a big
outdoor festival in Ottawa on the 2nd of July.

BNL are setting sail on The Rock Boat
XVIII from the 30th of January to the 4th
of February next year. The cruise sets
off and returns at New Orleans, visiting
Progreso and Cozumel in Mexico along the way.

WE Day takes place from 4pm-9pm at Parliament
Hill and will be broadcast live in Canada on WE’s
Facebook page, then again on Friday 7th July at 9pm
on MUCH and Saturday 8th July at 7pm EST on CTV.
WE Day Canada is part of WE are Canada, WE’s
national campaign marking Canada 150. Find out
more on their website.

Tickets are now all sold out sadly, but if you still want a shot at
getting aboard, join the waiting list as soon as possible.

To find out more info about the cruise visit The Rock Boat’s
official website. Or if you want a first-hand account of The Rock
Boat experience, check out the old Sailin’ Sundays guest blogs
on Get Barenaked!
Also, one final message if you did manage to score a ticket:
BNL request you pack an extremely small bathing suit!
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Solo News

Kevin

Ed
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Ed’s been a very busy bee this month! He will be
appearing in the special 150 episode of Air Farce, a
Canadian comedy show, on July 1st along with old
friend Commander Chris Hadfield. Check out Air
Farce’s website if you want to tune in!

Ed, together with Jim, has also written a song for Camp Ooch, a camp for kids with
cancer that allows them a break to just be kids and have fun. The song is called
‘This Is My Place’ and you can hear Ed sing and talk about it on BT, CHFI Radio or
visit Camp Ooch’s website to find out more.
And Ed had a fun time in Iceland with Gold Medal Plates, doing a little singing and
enjoying a Viking Museum dinner.

Jim

♪

Mike Evin’s new album, which Jim is helping out on, has now reached its pledge goal
and has a release date early next year. It’s not too late to grab one of the bonus
PledgeMusic offers if you’re interested though!

Aside from juggling his usual
two dozen instruments for the
shows this month, have
hardly heard from Hearn –
No news

Tyler

♪

Tyler did two interviews
ahead of BNL’s show at
Webster’s Indian Ranch
on June 18th about
summer shows, their
recent work with The
Persuasions, Fake Nudes
and life at the moment.
Check them both out at
Worcester Magazine and
telegram.com.

Features

Getting Barenaked with Liam McKinnon

Have you ever wondered about the wizard behind the Barenaked curtain who brings you all the latest BNL news and fun? Well,
his name is Liam McKinnon and he was kind enough to answer some questions for Barenaked News. Liam works for Off the
Record Bristol, a youth mental health charity, when he’s not posting about BNL and recently did a charity Rough Runner course
to raise money for them on the 24th of June.
First gig
Hey, Liam! So, when and how did you first get into BNL?

I was 10 years old and caught ‘One Week’ on the radio and was immediately hooked,
I thought it was the weirdest and most wonderful thing I'd heard. Before that I'd just
been into chart stuff, I had a few compilation albums
(remember the Now CDs?) and – I maintain
unashamedly – Shania Twain's Come On Over. Ha ha (I still know every word, does that
impress you much?) But Stunt was the first CD I bought with my own pocket money – I'd
washed my parents' car a few times to save for that.

In 2001 I saw them live for the first time, in Birmingham, and I think I speak for most people that
seeing their live show really sealed the deal. It was the first live gig I'd been to and I'd say it set
the bar pretty high!

Liam after his first gig
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How did you score yourself the job running Get Barenaked!?

Years ago (I'm talking 2002 up until around 2005/6) there was a great web community called BNLUK, targeted at British fans of
the band, run by my friends Stu and Bex. That site eventually quietened down at a time coinciding with me “growing up” a bit, and
by 2009, when I had a bit of web/marketing experience, Stu handed me the reins. I made a new website and by that time Twitter
and Facebook had taken off so I created communities on there too. Ultimately the name change to 'Get Barenaked' was to open
the site up to a global audience and I'm really proud of what it has become – I love doing it.
Favourite BNL album/song/memory?

Tough question! I think my favourite album is still Maroon. It's so good.

Favourite song would change almost on a daily basis, I think there's a BNL song for every type of mood or occasion. The classics
are classics for a reason – ‘Brian Wilson’, ‘Pinch Me’, ‘Old Apartment’ (I LOVE the new Persuasions version), but digging deeper:
‘Take It Outside’, ‘Same Thing’, ‘For You’, ‘Wizard of Magicland’, ‘Off the Hook’. One of my favourite all-time songs is an Ed cowrite with Jason Plumb, ‘Satellite’.

My favourite memories all centre around spending time with the band and seeing
how genuinely funny, hard-working and caring they are. The first time I ever met
Kev (when I was about 15), I was taken aback that he approached me, saying,
“You must be Liam,” rather than the other way around. I had written to him a couple
Note from Kev
of years prior, as many kids do to their favourite musician, and to my surprise he
wrote back straight away. For him to remember that, and to somehow pick me out in-person from whatever I'd said in my letters,
blew my tiny, little mind. It's something they have an amazing ability for – remembering names, faces and people's stories.
Over the years I've seen them embrace generations of families, dedicate songs to people, facilitate marriage proposals(!),
humbly explain to bemused passers-by why they're surrounded by mobs of people, spend hours on end talking hockey,
instruments, restaurants, cities – whatever – with fans. They are just very down-to-earth, kind chaps and as well as the great
music; that's a big reason why people like me have no qualms championing them and travelling to see them time after time.

I've been lucky enough to perform with the guys a few times over the years too – I'm
an average drummer and have got up on stage with them three times, including once
on a Ships & Dip cruise. They are definitely some of my favourite memories. I think
myself and Kevin are the only two people to have performed with both BNL and
Steven since they parted ways – that's unbelievable.

Drumming with BNL 2016

Oh - and this was a ton of fun too. One of the funniest things I've ever recorded!

Do your friends and family ever get sick of you talking about BNL?

Ha ha. Maybe around the time of a tour – my partner Sophie jokes that she becomes a ‘BNL Widow’ for the duration of a BNL UK
tour. I think it's pretty clear to those around me how happy the band's music makes me though – we all have our escapisms and
quirks.
Do you ever get sick of talking about BNL?

Not really, for the same reason that I'd never get sick of talking about any other good memories I have! I've got lots of other cool
stuff going on – a job I adore, great friends and family, sporty stuff – but yeah, BNL have been a constant for almost 20 years
now. One thing I can never understand is why people find it odd that fans would see a band more than once. It's like saying, “That
was fun. I'm never going to do it again.”
Where do you see/hope Get Barenaked! is heading in the future?

I hope the website can continue to bring people together and provide entertainment
for anyone even remotely interested in the band. I know that through the site, people
have discovered the extensive BNL back catalogue and changed their perception on
the band as a result, which feels like a good job done!

The Get Barenaked Music Quiz
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What would you most like to see from BNL in the future? (Special albums like Snacktime, collaborations, fan initiatives etc.)

I'd love an all-acoustic tour in small venues. They did a Peep Show tour in the States in 2003/4 – something like that again would
be amazing, throwing in some rarities, maybe even whole-album shows, and perhaps an interactive/Q&A section. That would be
fun; the band are in their element when thinking on their feet and back and forth-ing with an audience. I love the fan-centric stuff
like the cruises too – I know they toyed with the idea of an on-land event (a camp), and I'd love to see that come to fruition.
Another Barenaked Circus perhaps. I also think a covers album would be fun.

More than anything, I'm happy if BNL continue to do things that they enjoy and feel stretched by. The Persuasions collab is the
most recent thing they've done and also genuinely one of my most favourite things. As long as they're having fun making music –
in whatever format and with whoever they enjoy working with – that, for me, is always reflected in the output.
It might be nice for another ‘One Week’ or ‘Big Bang Theory’ to come along and grab the band even more mainstream
recognition. I know it's not something they necessarily crave or need – but they deserve all the success they get.
Thoughts on the BNL fan community nowadays?

These days it's... calmer... most of the time. Ha ha. I remember sites like barenaked.net, Nakedhead, mysd.org, they were all
brilliant back in the day and people made friends 'in real life' from them – I think a few people even got married having met on
some of those sites. The web has moved on now and a lot of fans are connected by Facebook or Twitter which is cool for people
being able to immediately share their fun stories from shows.

Drumming with Kev on S&D V

I'm not really invested in any other fan communities but I do know that BNL's is particularly
friendly and accommodating. I rarely feel old (I'm 28) but I'm sometimes reminded by BNL
friends that they knew me when I was coming to shows at 12, 13. That's alarming. I'm still
the same height.

Are you always as enthusiastic about everything BNL does as you seem, or is it sometimes a fan site duty to support them?

There have been a few 'choices' over the years that I've perhaps not been as enthused about. For instance, choices for singles –
I'm sure I share other fans' views that in some cases they haven't been as representative of the band's talents as they could've
been. ‘Another Postcard’ is fine as a song but seemed too obvious an effort to recreate ‘One Week’/’Pinch Me’ success. From an
album bursting with quality songs it seemed a shame. Tracks they've left off albums – ‘Powder Blue’, ‘Let There Be Light’,
‘Moonstone’ – they're all superb songs, but I guess that's the sacrifice you make when you're so prolific! It's not really a lack of
enthusiasm per se, it's just the marketer in me coming out...
Something a bit more fun – What was your Grade 9 (Year 10 for us) nickname?

Luckily I didn't really have one! I was probably known best at school for drumming in various
bands and listening to music that nobody else had really heard of... which suited me!
If you had $1,000,000 - Accounting for exchanges rates - what would you buy?

Accounting for exchange rates and inflation since the song was written, I'd just about afford a very
small house in the UK. Ha ha. #MillennialLife ...(and a monkey).
Okay, to finish off – How about some other favourite bands?

Setlist signed by Tyler

A lot of the bands I'm into now have been via links to BNL over the years – support acts, friends of the band, recommendations
from the band; they have good taste. People like Guster, Gavin DeGraw and Ben Folds are still in heavy rotation years after I first
discovered them via BNL. I'm really into Twenty One Pilots and I care not for the stick I get for apparently being “a good 15 years
over their usual age demographic” ha ha – good music is good music. Walk The Moon are another favourite, and lately I'm really
into stuff from Felix Hagan & The Family (a real musical theatre vibe), Bleachers, Arkells (another band that’s huge in Canada)
and The Cat Empire. I like a bit of everything.
If you’ve enjoyed this interview be sure to tweet @GetBarenaked or leave a comment on Facebook. Or alternatively you can still
donate to Liam’s Rough Runner fundraiser for OTR until the 8th of Sept by visiting his donation page.
Thanks, Liam!
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Concerts

BNL performed 4 shows this month in the US before returning home for
the Canada Days celebration in Toronto on the 30th.
Here’s our round-up of the best from this month’s shows!

Credit: ash_culv

Credit: narkiewicz

Videos

♯ ‘Peterborough and the Kawarthas’ w/ Bob Maxon – 17th June,
Hampton Beach NH

♭ ‘Don’t Shuffle Me Back’ – 17th June, Hampton Beach NH
♯ ‘Brian Wilson’ w/ Dave – 18th June, Webster MA

Credit: katezilla18

♭ ‘Boomerang’ – 18th June, Webster MA
♯ ‘For You’ – 18th June, Webster MA

♭ Father’s Day Adlib/Rap – 18th June, Webster MA

Reviews & Galleries

♮

Gallery – June 19th, moved indoors from the Steelstacks to Musikfest
Café at Bethlehem, PA

Credit: @MikeKellerWEEU

Credit: figbethlehem

Setlist from @JoeyLeddzDippin

Credit: whalers81
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Upcoming Dates

Fun and Games

To get tickets visit BNL’s official website

Can you work out this Stunt lyric with all the consonants removed?

♫ Jul 02 WE Day Canada at Parliament Hill Ottawa, ON
♫ Jul 07 Mariposa Folk Festival - Mariposa, ON
♫ Jul 08 Thunder Bay Bluesfest - Thunder Bay,
ON
♫ Jul 09 Winnipeg Folk Festival - Winnipeg, BC
♫ Jul 15 Vancouver Folk Music Festival Vancouver, BC
♫ Jul 16 Vancouver Island MusicFest Courtenay, BC
♫ Jul 19 Fifth Third Bank Summer Concerts at
Meijer Gardens - Grand Rapids, MI [Sold Out]
♫ Jul 21 Atlanta Botanical Gardens - Atlanta,
GA
♫ Jul 22 Kingsport Funfest - Kingsport, TN
♫ Jul 23 Foellinger Theatre - Fort Wayne, IN
♫ Jul 24 EAA AirVenture - Oshkosh, WI
♫ Jul 29 Calgary Folk Music Festival - Calgary,
AB
♫ Sep 3 Naperville Last Fling - Naperville, IL
♫ Sep 10 Markham Civic Centre - Markham, ON

♫ OE E AÉ AE, E E AE IE EA

Answer next issue!
Last issue’s answer: Crawl

Everything Old Is New Again

We’re heading back to 1997 this month and a very energetic night at
the Hard Rock Café – Kevin the kangaroo, anyone?
The show includes a little behind-the-scenes footage, 4 songs and
appearances from both Hugo and Tyler’s brief blond phase!
Hard Rock Live!

(Runtime: 19 minutes)

BNL were working with music
legends Gord Downie, Greg
Wells & Kim Mitchell back
around the 15th recording
‘sumpn’ special’ at Revolution
Recording Studio.
We don’t know yet what
they’re cooking up together but
it’s bound to be good!

v v Canada 1 Five 0 tour dates v v

Stay tuned, folks!

Who Knew?

This month’s BNL Fun Fact (or maybe just weird fact this time):
When he was 17, Ed thought the skull of a dead raccoon he
had found would make a cool present for a friend’s birthday.
So he cut the head off the dead raccoon, boiled it down in his
parents’ kitchen on the stove, without asking or telling them
what smelt so good, then picked it clean by hand.
So if you are ever lucky enough to meet Ed, don’t tell him
when your birthday is!
(Source: 06-08-2002 Toronto, ON)

That’s it for this issue! Send feedback, ideas and contributions to newsletter@getbarenaked.net or tweet @Mil_Feirn
Photos, videos, fanart, reviews, fanfiction – If it’s got something to do with BNL, we want to see it!
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